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NEWSLETTER OF THE LAKE WALES ARTS COUNCIL 
Building a community where art and culture thrive, enriching the lives of people. 

            NOTES 

 The arts matter. In the finest expressions of all forms of art - 
whether of a visual or performing nature - our souls are moved by 
the sublime beauty experienced there. This beauty has the capacity 
to inspire, encourage, challenge and nurture our souls on a level all 
its own. The ability to create and appreciate creativity is at the 
essence of our humanity. We need art and beauty to enhance the 
quality of our lives.   
 One does not only benefit from the arts by visiting Lincoln 
Center or the Louvre - the power of art can be experienced and 
enjoyed, right here at home. The arts are being recognized more and 
more for their positive contributions to education, business, and our 
communities in general. Many now assert that an arts education is 
imperative in our schools’ curriculum. It is crucial not only because 
such is fundamental to the healthy development of our children’s 
minds and spirits, but also it serves to build confidence, inspire 
achievement, and stimulate critical thinking and problem solving 
skills. Businesses now seek out employees with artistic talents. These 
individuals frequently outperform their counterparts in their ability to 
innovate, think outside-the-box and generate creative solutions to 
workplace problems. But the arts have an impact far beyond the 
fields of education and business: they also make deep, sustainable 
contributions to the economic health and vitality of our communities. 
Cities that promote a thriving cultural arts 
presence enjoy the social and commercial 
benefits generated by such, and gain the 
reputation of being desirable places in 
which to work and live. The bottom line: the       
            Continued on page 4
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FEBRUARY 
EVENTS: 

• FEBRUARY 25 -       
MARCH 10 

Lake Wales Student Art Show  
For 47 years, students from Lake 
Wales area schools have had the 
opportunity to showcase their 
artwork.  Michael Crews Gallery. 

• FEBRUARY 26 
Art-B-Que Celebration 
A kick-off barbecue for the 
Citizens Bank & Trust Lake Wales 
Arts Festival. Lake Wailes Park, 
6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m., $10 !
• FEBRUARY 27-28 
Citizens Bank & Trust               
Lake Wales Arts Festival 
Lake Wales Arts Council’s 
signature event, a two-day 
outdoor art festival with 100 
artists, music, food and children’s 
art. Lake Wailes Park. 10:00 a.m. - 
5:00 p.m. !
• FEBRUARY 28 
Pinewood Chamber Music 
Series 
The Lake Wales Arts Council and 
Bok Tower Gardens present 
Southeastern University’s faculty 
trio, Spiritus, performing Brahms 
B Major Trio. A student chamber 
group will also perform. 
Pinewood, Bok Tower Gardens, 
4:00 p.m., $25, season and 
member discounts available.  
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VOLUNTEER OF THE               
MONTH 

Arabella Decker	

1942-2016	


Arts Notes would like to 
recognize the late Arabella 
Decker in memoriam and with 
sincere gratitude for all her 

contributions over the years - both of the material 
and intangible kind - to the Lake Wales Arts Council. 
Arabella Mathilda Decker, 73, of Lake Wales, FL 
passed away peacefully on Tuesday, January 12, 
2016, at her home. She was born on October 22, 
1942, in Highland Park, Illinois, the daughter of O.P. 
and Alice Decker. Arabella loved art from a very 
early age. She enjoyed working in many different 
mediums from sculpture to paintings. According to 
Arabella, "In my artwork, content and context are of 
equal importance. The medium is just the abstract 
matrix which is used to express a state of being by 
making a new reality that explores a visual, 
emotional, and intellectual possibility where nothing 
is sacred but all is honestly observed. The need to 
communicate with a viewer beyond this immediate 
present makes such an act of creation a leap of faith 
where I gamble that future viewers will experience 
from their own context some of that which I was 
attempting to distill.” Arabella moved to the San 
Francisco area shortly after graduating from high 
school, eventually settling in the area of Half Moon 
Bay, California. She was actively involved in the 
community as a member of the Coastal Arts League 
Gallery and Museum. Arabella moved to her family 
home in Lake Wales, Florida in 2009. She was also a 
member of the Polk State College Foundation Board 
of Directors, and was actively involved with the Lake 
Wales Art Council. Arabella enjoyed her community 
and did many things to support and educate its 
members. 

MARK YOUR     
CALENDARS  

M A R C H 
!
March 10-April 12th | Traditional        

Arts of Japan: RESCHEDULED  

Due to serious water damage,          
Polk State College has been forced to 
close the gallery to repair the floors. 

Owing to uncertainties in the 
scheduling of that project, it has been 

necessary to cancel the exhibit and 
reception scheduled for March 10th. 
The exhibit will likely be rescheduled 

for the Fall 2016. 

March 19th  |  Sandy Ridge            
Music Festival 

MusicGirl Fundraiser in memory of 
Sandy Greer Morrison. Assorted artists.                

Webber International University.     
11:00 a.m. - 9:00 p.m.  !

March 20th | Pinewood 
Chamber Music Series 

The Lake Wales Arts Council and Bok 
Tower Gardens present a trio featuring 
Polk State professor Derek Menchan 

and two New York musicians 
performing the works of Ysaye, 

Paganini, Rossini and more. Pinewood, 
Bok Tower Gardens, 5:00 p.m., $25, 

season and member discounts 
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CONTACT US 
Lake Wales Arts Council, Inc. 

Polk State Lake Wales Arts Center 
1099 State Road 60 E.,  
Lake Wales, FL 33853 

Telephone: (863) 676-8426 
Email: info@lw-arts.org 

lakewalesartscouncil.org 

HEARTS  
for the ARTS 

continued from page 1 

arts significantly create value, on an 
individual and collective level.  
 The Lake Wales Arts Council has 
been creating such value for nearly forty-
five years, offering a variety of artistic 
experiences for young and old alike. In 
the next several months the Arts Council 
will present an array of programs 
including the 45th Annual Citizens Bank 
and Trust Lake Wales Arts Festival, the 
Lake Wales Student Art Show, the 
Pinewood Chamber music series in 
cooperation with Bok Tower Gardens, the 
Lake Wales Chorale Spring Concert, the 
Marilyn Newell Youth Music Festival, in 
addition to in-school and summer arts 
programs designed for our youth.        
 The cultural presence we seek to 
promote and protect is central to Lake 
Wales’ past, and with your help, its future. 
Please join us in this valuable privilege 
by becoming a member, volunteer, or 
sponsor for one of our events. Together, 
we can encourage a flourishing artistic 
presence here and in our surrounding 
communities, for the enrichment of us all. 

SPONSOR                                   
OF THE  
MONTH
The Lake Wales Arts Council extends much gratitude to our sponsor of 
the month, Harding Bell International, Inc. HBI served as a generous 
sponsor for the December event Make It Magical and provided help 
and legwork to make the event a success. Based in Central Florida, 
Harding Bell International represents thousands of offshore property 
investors and rental property homeowners as well as providing tax 
planning, accounting and income tax preparation services to domestic 
individuals and businesses. Thank you, HBI, for all of your significant 
contributions to the Lake Wales Arts Council! 

8 Reasons for Businesses to Partner with the Arts 

REASON #5:  
ENGAGE YOUR EMPLOYEES 

The arts challenge employees                     
to be their best. 

Whether it’s showing off their own creative talent in a 
company art show or battle of the bands, or volunteering 

for a local arts group, the arts let your employees use 
their current skills and develop new ones. For instance, 
sitting on an art organization’s board is great training for 

sitting on your company’s board. In fact, studies show    
that millennials who frequently participate in workplace 

volunteer activities are more likely to be proud, loyal        
and satisfied employees. 
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