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NEWSLETTER OF THE LAKE WALES ARTS COUNCIL 
Building a community where art and culture thrive, enriching the lives of people. 

            NOTES 

 Have you wondered if the arts are as important in school as 

the academics?  The answer is yes. There have been numerous 

studies done that show a student involved in the arts is a better, 

well-rounded student and also usually has a higher IQ.  Many 

children come to school and stay in school because of the arts. 

Things such as dance develop physical strength, coordination and 

endurance. All forms of the arts help a 

student to develop emotional well-being.  

 It has been shown that students 

involved in the arts have been associated 

(continued on page 3)

IMPACT of the ARTS on EDUCATION 
by Diana Pilsbury 
Secretary, Lake Wales Arts Council

October is…

National Arts & Humanities Month (NAHM) is a coast-to-coast 

collective recognition of the importance of culture in America. Since 

1985, the month of October has been designated to encourage all 

Americans to explore new facets of the arts and humanities in their 

lives, and to begin a lifelong habit of active participation in the arts. 

Visit americansforthearts.org to learn more!

http://americansforthearts.org
http://americansforthearts.org
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OCTOBER EVENTS     
at the ARTS CENTER: 

• THROUGH OCTOBER 30 
The Divine Command Exhibit 
Michael Crews Gallery 
Monday-Friday, 9:00 a.m.- 5:00 p.m. !
• OCTOBER 23 
Kristin Andreassen 
Exploding in the New York folk 
music community, Kristin 
Andreassen has toured the world as 
a clogger, fiddler, guitarist and folk 
singer and is known for her short 
lyrics that are deeply rooted in 
American traditional music. 
Updike Hall, 7:00 p.m.  !
• OCTOBER 29 
Jazz Jam Session 
Jam Session with Victoria de 
Lissovoy and Charlie “Topp” 
Hines.Michael Crews Gallery,       
5:00 p.m.8:00 p.m. 

!

  
by Steve Morrison 

Founder, Sandy’s    
MusicGirl Scholarship !

     Maja Gitana translates 
roughly from Castilian 
S p a n i s h t o m e a n 
“ h a n d s o m e g y p s y 
women,” and the duo 
from St. Augustine fit the 
description well. Their 
September 26th concert 
featured an indescribable 

mix of influences, Latin and gypsy for sure, but it went far beyond 
that and explored country music, European folk tunes, and 
mesmerizing instrumentals that seemed familiar but you didn’t 
know why.  With her emotional fiddling and amazing technical 
dexterity, Janine had total command of not only her instrument, 
but the audience as well. Marianne, the left-handed guitarist and 
vocalist, employed her Venezuelan heritage to drive the many 
tempos and rhythms of their varied repertoire.  After Maja Gitana’s 
last song, the appreciative crowd spontaneously jumped to their 
feet with a rousing standing ovation and were treated to an 
encore. 
 The evening was kicked off with a performance by 13-year 
old MusicGirl, Alma Bamaca Velasquez, who played two songs on 
the fiddle. Alma is in the student orchestra at Bok Academy and 
attended the Mark O’Connor Method Music Camp in Portland, 
Maine this summer on a MusicGirl Scholarship. At a special concert 
for the camp’s students, Mark O’Connor, probably the greatest 
American fiddler of this generation, presented Alma with the first 
autographed copy of his new CD (pictured on page 3). 
 Immediately prior to their concert, Marianne and Janine of 
Maja Gitana conducted a workshop for Sandy’s MusicGirls in the 
Michael Crews Gallery (pictured above). They showed the girls 
how to give an American folk song, Oh Susannah!, a gypsy feel by 
changing just two notes of the melody. The girls and the 
instructors enjoyed the creative experience and they were all 
treated to a pizza and salad meal afterward provided by Jimmy 
and Jan Kahler. The workshop was sponsored by Dave and Patty 
McKeeman.

              Concert Review: An Enchanting Evening with

Maja Gitana

Special thanks  
to our sponsors  

Dave & Barbara Connor 

Jack Dykxhoorn Law Firm, P.A. 

HardingBell International, CPA 

David & Patty McKeeman 

and to  
Linda Bell 

Julie Williams Bell 
Jennifer Seely 

for the delightful reception            
at intermission
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From left to right, Katie Lippert, Barb Connor and Chip Thullbery attended the 

Polk Arts Alliance’s Sm(ART) Business Symposium on September 25th. 

Presentations pertaining to the educational, creative and economic impact of 

the arts on society were given.

Volunteer of the 
Month 
Diana Pilsbury 
Our gratitude and thanks go to 
Diana Pilsbury, Secretary of the 
LWAC, as the October  volunteer of 
the month. Diana is a volunteer 
extraordinaire, performing a variety 
of tasks all throughout the year, 
including behind the scenes help 
with Make It Magical, the Arts 
Festival, the Youth Music Festival, as 
well as assistance with Chorale 
events and even filling in to perform 
office work. The Arts Council is most 
grateful to Diana for her dedicated 
service in so many capacities! 

IMPACT of the ARTS  (continued from page 1) 

with gains in math, reading, cognitive ability, critical 

thinking and verbal skills. It also improves motivation, 

concentration, confidence and teamwork. The arts also 

help students develop their intellectual skills, which 

can promote “out of the box” thinking. The arts help 

to develop a passion to learn, grow, improve and do 

something to discover their talents and interest.         

 The arts can also help a child’s motor skills from 

as young as three. As young as one it can help a child’s 

language development. Art education teaches 

students how to interpret, criticize and use visual 

information. These benefits are lost to low income 

children and others, as they are removed from the 

schools by budget cuts. We need to consider whether 

we want a well-rounded student or a student who 

stays “in the box.” 

MusicGirl Alma Velasquez, pictured 

with fiddler Mark O’Connor and his 

wife in Portland, ME this summer. 
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CONTACT US 
Lake Wales Arts Council, Inc. 

Polk State Lake Wales Arts Center 
1099 State Road 60 E.,  
Lake Wales, FL 33853 

Telephone: (863) 676-8426 
Email: info@lw-arts.org 

lakewalesartscouncil.org 

8 Reasons for Businesses to Partner with the Arts 

REASON #2:  
THE ARTS HELP YOU              
BUILD MARKET SHARE, 
ENHANCE YOUR BRAND             
& REACH NEW CUSTOMERS 
Put your company in the spotlight. 
Celebrating the arts is a way to build a powerful 
presence and engage with multiple stakeholders 
quickly and effectively. Museums, symphonies, 
dance performances, festivals and more allow you 
to reach customers and are venues to entertain 
prospective and current clients. Businesses agree 
that the arts increase name recognition (79 percent) 
and offer networking opportunities to develop new 
business (74 percent). 

Brought to you by 

MARK YOUR 
CALENDARS  

FOR THESE 
UPCOMING  

ARTS COUNCIL 
EVENTS 

November 19 | ArtEscapes Tour 

Fashionable Portraits of Europe at 
the Cornell Museum in Winter Park 
plus Festival of Trees at the 
Orlando Museum of Art.  Lunch at 
Park Plaza.  $65 Arts Council 
members, $70 non-members. !
December 4 | Make It Magical 

A Lake Wales Arts Council holiday 
extravaganza with live music, 
holiday decorations, shopping, and 
carriage rides. Historic downtown 
Lake Wales, 5:00 - 8:00 p.m. No 
admission charge. !
December 11 | Chorale Concert 

The Many Moods of Christmas. 

Holy Spirit Catholic Church, Lake 

Wales,     7:00 p.m. $15 for adults, $5 

students. 

Search for the Lake Wales    
Arts Council on Facebook    
and “like” us to follow our         

news and activity!

mailto:info@lw-arts.org
http://lakewalesartscouncil.org
mailto:info@lw-arts.org
http://lakewalesartscouncil.org

